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The International Community Engagement Program (ICEP) 2013 tour to Myanmar is now under way' Midori and the three young
musicians, GaHyun Cho (violin), William Frampton (viola) and Michael Katz (cello) arrived last night to the warm welcome of the
United Nations, who held a reception on the front lawn of their facilities in Yangon.

Today, Midori and the quartet performed three concerts. The first two were at charity schools for homeless (or extremely poor)
children, many of whom are also orphans who live at or near the school facilities. Between the two schools there were probably more
than 300 in attendance. The children seemed to light up when they heard the music, and many of them had the chance to touch the
musicians’ instruments (including Midori's 1734 Guarnerius del Gesu violin).

We closed the evening with a performance at the Yangon Education Centre for the Blind, with many students in attendance, a group
of whom pulled out violins of their own and performed some holiday favorites with and for the quartet!

Tomorrow, following a performance at a cleft palate hospital in Yangon, we head to Myitkyina, where we will spend 2 days visiting IDP
camps near the city, to spread some seasonal cheer in a region racked with conflict.

Chad Cannon
ICEP Tour Coordinator
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Hello everybody and Mingalaba from Myitkyina!

The first two days of the Myanmar portion of ICEP have been very successful and offered us many excitements. Everybody we've
been countered so far has been extremely kind and warm, and people are eager to hear music and learn more about us. After playing
3 different concerts yesterday, we were somewhat relieved to play only one concert today, but it was a very special one. We arrived
at the Cleft Palate Hospital in Yangon early in the morning and performed for an audience comprising of two different groups of
children — students from a nearby school, and patients at the cleft clinic. The children responded very well to the music and
especially to our “petting zoo” — a time where they can observe, hear, and even touch our instruments.

After the performance finished we discovered that the room with all our bags was locked and decided to use the opportunity to give
2 spontaneous encore performances for patients waiting to see their dentists. As most of these patients didn’t expect to hear us
play that day, their reactions were highly entertaining to see!

Following our visit to the hospital we continued to the airport to fly to Myitkyina in the far north. After arriving in our hotel we had a
free afternoon and decided to use the opportunity and get acquainted with the town and discovered many interesting shops and food
stalls.One particular street offered nothing but oranges of different types and sizes, which is one of the specialties of the
region!'Tomorrow we expect another long day as we visit 3 different IDP camps. Our audiences will be quite different from those in
Yangon and we are excited about the many interactions we will have!

Michael Katz ICEP, Cellist
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Today was a full day of performances in Mytkyina, Myanmar. Mytkyina is the capital of Kachin State, and it is the home of a large
number of Kachin people, who are predominantly Christian. We played in three Internally Displaced Persons Camps (IDP Camps) and
communicated with these communities in the midst of Christmas celebrations. It was very special for these people since we had a
Christmas carol sing along, and most of those gathered knew the words and sang.These refugees of the civil wars in the region are
supported by a variety of organizations both local and international. They had to leave their homes and villages, which I imagine must
have been very difficult. They do have the comfort of a community in this time before they are able to return, although this must be
a small consolation for people who have been forced to leave their homes. I hope that peace is attainable soon, and that the process
to return to their homes will go smoothly.

William Frampton
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Merry Christmas! Greeting from Myitkyina! We had our last concert this morning at the temple.

Even though it was a pretty early concert at 9am, many people around village came to listen our concert! As performers, we feel
more sensitive to how the audience reacts to us, and [ was overwhelmed by the fact that children seem to have less hesitancy to get
close to me. In the 'petting zoo’ both my arms were covered with children'We were laughing together while [ was playing for them,
looking at each other, and I believe we totally disarmed each other by music!

After the lunch, some people in our group including me were able to attend service at a Christian Church, to which we were invited by
Daw Seng Raw, one of our hosts. Although we were not able to understand the language, we saw part of the service, with dancing,
singing, and a violin orchestra!

Most of all, it was interesting to know the fact that Myitkyina is the city where the population is 98% Christian!

It was quite as special of a Christmas for me as it was for the people of Myitkyina!!

Now, we are off to Mandalay.
Looking for another story coming up!

GaHyun Cho
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Dec. 29, 2013

Our journey to Myanmar has come to a close! Midori and the ICEP quartet have brought their music to more than a thousand young
people in this beautiful country. Our last few days were a little wild, as we jumped from city to city (Mandalay to Yangon to Hpa'an to
Yangon). We were just relieved the cello was accepted on the domestic flights as a passenger too!

Just to recap a little bit, our visit to Mandalay (supported by the US Embassy) included programs at the Jefferson Center (the US
public center dedicated to supporting education and culture), another GMI (Greater Mekong Initiative) and Jodoshu Tomoiki
Foundation terakoya school (the latter supports the construction of the terakoya schools), and a concert at the Mandalay Gitameit
school, where we were blessed to hear a performance of the traditional drums (called “Pat Waing”).

In Hpa'an, we visited an orthopedic hospital run by the Myanmar Red Cross. Many of the people in the audience were men who had
lost limbs to land mines. Hpa'an has the unfortunate claim of having the world’'s longest continuing civil war, so it was an important
gesture for Midori and the musicians to bring peace and “celebration” to the hospital there. The United Nations provided drivers and
arranged for the visit, which was attended also by the Minister of Social Welfare for Hpa'an.

Back in Yangon, we arrived at the Myanmar Peace Centre just in time for our final peace concert, which was attended by diplomats
and many people from the Yangon public. After the ICEP quartet played, there was a group called the “Peace Lovers” that
performed for us. The final piece featured a group of dancers dressed in traditional clothing from many of the major ethnic groups
throughout Myanmar, including the Kayin, Kachin, and the Shan, all of whom were groups we had encountered during our 8—day trip!

[ am so thankful for the opportunity I have had to meet so many wonderful, kind, and optimistic people throughout Myanmar. The
music Midori and the quartet brought to the children seemed to open their hearts, and allowed us all to create memories together,
even though we all spoke different languages.

[ look forward to the June portion of ICEP, when we can share our experiences with children all over Japan!

[ am deeply thankful for the help and cooperation we received from so many organizations, including ANA Airlines, the Japan Cleft
Palate Foundation, the Greater Mekong Initiative, the Jodo—shu Tomoiki Foundation, the Kachin Baptist Convention, the United
Nations and its agencies (and their drivers, especially!), the Gitameit Music Schools, Columbus Travel, the US Embassy inYangon, the
Myanmar Peace Centre, the Japanese Foreign Ministry (who attended our concerts in Yangon), the Metta Foundation, and many,
many others without whom our tour could not have succeeded.

Chad Cannon
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